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Percentage of Children Enrolled in Early Intervention and Early Childhood 
Special Education between 2005-2006 and 2020-2021

Percentage of Children Age 0 to 6 years old Receiving 
Early Intervention or Special Education

The Covid-19 pandemic 
significantly reduced 
young children’s access 
to EI and ECSE. Black 
children suffered the largest 
decreases in access to 
ECSE. The pandemic also 
reduced the percentage of 
young children served in 
inclusive settings. 

Learn more on page XX of 
this report.
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Percentage of Children in Early Childhood Special Education by Disability

Black and Hispanic/Latino children are less likely to receive EI and ECSE than White children nationally and in many states.

Learn more on page XX of this report.

Whether children’s needs for 
EI and ECSE are met should 
not depend on their state’s 
wealth. Yet, access varies 
inversely with state median 
income. Children in lower-
income states tend to have 
lower enrollment rates in 
EI and ECSE than those in 
higher-income states. 

Learn more on page XX of 
this report.

RACE & ETHNICITY
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All 
children

American 
Indian or 

Alaska Native

Asian Black or 
African 

American

Hispanic 
or Latino

Native 
Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific 

Islander

Two or 
More 
Races

White

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

Percentage of Children within each Race/Ethnicity Receiving Early Intervention

Percentage of Children within each Race/Ethnicity Receiving Early Childhood Special Education

All children American Indian or 
Alaska Native

Asian Black or African 
American

Hispanic or 
Latino

Native Hawaiian 
or Other Pacific 

Islander

Two or 
More Races

White

All children American Indian or 
Alaska Native

Asian Black or African 
American

Hispanic or 
Latino

Native Hawaiian 
or Other Pacific 

Islander

Two or 
More Races

White

3.2%

5.2%
6.3%

3.9% 4.6% 5.2% 6.0% 5.4% 5.4%

2.4% 2.3% 2.8% 3.3% 3.4% 2.7% 3.4%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%



NATIONAL PROFILE 39

NATIONAL PROFILE: 2020–2021

Settings Where Children Received Early Childhood Special Education in Fall 2020

BY RACE & ETHNICITY

BY RACE & ETHNICITY
PERCENTAGE POINT CHANGES IN THREE SETTINGS 

FROM FALL 2019 TO FALL 2020

PERCENTAGE POINT CHANGES IN TWO SETTINGS 
FROM FALL 2019 TO FALL 2020

BY GENDER

Suspension of Preschoolers in Public Schools (2017-2018)

Settings Where Children Received Early Intervention in Fall 2020

Boys are more likely than girls to receive EI 
and ECSE – perhaps because boys are more 
likely to have disabilities, but potential over-
identification of boys and under-identification 
of girls are concerns. Among children with 
a disability, boys are more than 3 times as 
likely as girls to be suspended from preschool 
programs in public schools, a practice that 
should be ended for all children.

Learn more on page XX of this report.
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The state where a child lives strongly 
determines access to EI and ECSE 
services and whether those services are 
received alongside non-disabled peers. 
Some states provide services much 
more equitably than others. A national 
commission to address inequity in 
access to EI and ECSE should convene 
states for a national discussion of best 
policies and practice.

Learn more on page XX of this report.

STATE VARIATION

Eligible for Part B (ECSE)

Part B (ECSE) eligibility not determined
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The percentage of children under age 3 
receiving EI is low almost everywhere but 
ranges from 10% in Massachusetts to 
less then 1% in Arkansas and Hawaii.

The percentage of 3- & 4-year-olds 
receiving ECSE varies from 14% in 
Wyoming to less than 3% in Alabama, 
suggesting underindentification of young 
children with disabilities in some states.

Percentage of children under age 3 receiving Early Intervention

Percentage of 3- & 4-year-olds receiving Early Childhood Special Education



NATIONAL PROFILE42

NATIONAL PROFILE: 2020–2021

0%

1%

2%

3%

4%

5%

6%

7%

8%

9%

2005-2006

2006-2007

2007-2008

2008-2009

2009-2010

2010-2011

2011-2012

2012-2013

2013-2014

2014-2015

2015-2016

2016-2017

2017-2018

2018-2019

2019-2020

2020-2021

Children under 3 years old 3- & 4-year-olds

Im
pa

ct
 o

f C
ov

id
-1

9

2.
4%

2.
4% 2.

5% 2.
6% 2.
7% 2.

8%

2.
8%

2.
8% 2.
8% 2.

9% 3.
0% 3.

1% 3.
2% 3.

5% 3.
7%

3.
2%

4.
9% 5.

0%

4.
9%

4.
9% 5.

1% 5.
3%

5.
3% 5.
4%

5.
4% 5.
4% 5.

6% 5.
7% 5.
7% 6.

0% 6.
1%

5.
2%

80% or greater
60% to 79%
40 to 59%
20 to 39%
Less than 20%

DC

MT

WA

OR

CA

AK

NV

ID

WY

CO

NM

TX

OK

KS

NE

SD

ND

MN

WI

IL

MI

OH

KY

TN

MS AL GA

SC

NC

VA

NJ

VT
NH

MA

CT

DE

RI

MDWV

FL

PA

NY

ME

IN

IA

MO

AR

LA

UT

AZ

HI

Colorado served nearly all children 
receiving ECSE in regular early childhood 
programs while five states served less 
than one-fifth in these settings.

As a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic, fewer children 
received Early Intervention 
and Early Childhood Special 
Education Services

Percentage of Children in Early Childhood Special Education Receiving Services in a Regular Early Childhood Program

Percent of Children Enrolled in Early Intervention and Early Childhood Special Education
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Receiving EI and ECSE should not depend on the wealth of the 
state in which a child lives.“


